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The glow of  the lightning bugs, the sweet aroma of  a neighborhood 
barbeque, and the sound of  kids splashing in the pool soon wane 
as a new academic year starts. Some children may be disappointed 
with the first days of  school beginning, but others are eager to 
see friends with whom they have class and where their locker is 
located.

Imagine for a moment though that you are entering high school. 
Your stomach is tied in knots, and you’re afraid you won’t be able 
to concentrate in school again this year because your mouth aches. 
Even eating lunch is painful. And laughing at a friend’s joke would 
seem a quite natural response, but you are on guard and only smile 
with your lips closed for fear others may see the “car wreck” that 
are your teeth.

This is what 14-year-old Angelica’s* life was like before she 
received help through Bethany’s Give Kids a Smile (GKAS) dental 
program. Angelica was given a comprehensive exam by a local 
dentist, and it revealed she had a multitude of  dental needs that had 
to be addressed: four cavities, absent molar sealants, pervasive gum 
disease, and a desperate need for orthodontia – and no insurance or 
any way to pay. Angelica’s high school experience was shaping up 
to be the same as elementary school.

Enter Bethany’s GKAS program – many questions later, following 
numerous visits to a local dental office, shots of  Novocain, four 
new fillings, applied sealants, several deep gum cleanings, and a 
preliminary orthodontic plan, Angelica’s oral health is improving 
rapidly. And at such an impressionable age, Angelica’s dental work 
is making a considerable impact on her early high school years. She 
now has the beginnings of  a beautiful and healthy smile. It is increasing her self-confidence, and the absence of  pain has 
helped her concentration in school. Her grades have improved dramatically.

The National Institutes of  Health reports that 80% of  tooth decay is found in 25% of  children, primarily from low-income 
families. Left untreated, it is painful. These kids won’t be able to concentrate in school, not to mention how it affects 
them socially and emotionally. Solving this problem takes a real commitment from our community, which is why the 92 
volunteer dentists of  GKAS have teamed with Bethany to expand the reach of  the program this year so that thousands, not 
just hundreds, of  underserved children receive needed care.

But whether it is the Give Kids a Smile Program or any of  the other different services of  Bethany, the agency stands 
committed year-after-year, for the past 112, to help kids thrive and their families prosper. As we begin another school year, 
please help Bethany put healthy smiles back on kids like Angelica. Join with us as together we address oral health needs, 
child abuse and neglect, juvenile delinquency, youth homelessness, early sexual activity and teen pregnancy, and behavioral 
and mental health concerns. Addressing and resolving these issues and the others that touch the kids of  this community will 
give us all something to smile about!

Gratefully,

Bill Steinhauser
President/CEO

Donate online
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*All identifying information has been changed to maintain confidentiality.
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